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Tactics for Attaining Writing Goals
by Catherine McLean, Area 1

See Writing Goals, Page 3

Logic and creativity go together like oil and 
water. Creativity always seems magically 
invigorating. Self-editing, on the other hand, 
is often a devitalizing reality check.

Yet, logic is a valuable tool in a successful 
writer’s toolbox when plotting writing goals. 
There are four simple, basic, and effective 
tactics to generate obtainable writing goals: 
1. define the goal, 2. 
seek those who know 
more than you do, 
3. pursue your goal 
tenaciously, and 4. 
periodically review 
and renew your writing 
goals.

1. Define the goal.

It’s important to write 
down the goal, stating 
the goal so that it’s 
clear, precise, and realistic (with emphasis 
on realistic).

In other words, strive for the possible, not 
the impossible. Instead of saying, “I’m 
going to write a novel,” (which is too 
vague), say: “I’m going to complete the first 
draft of my novel by December 1 of (insert 
a reasonable year),” or “This November, 
I’m going to take part in the NaNoWriMo 
(the national Novel-in-a-Month) challenge,” 
or “I’m going to polish one short story by 
(insert a reasonable date).”

Writing down that goal changes the 
“intangible dream” into a “tangible reality” 
because the goal has been defined in black 

and white. In other words, the hand wrote the 
words, the eyes saw the words, and the mind—
and muse—comprehend this goal is your heart’s 
desire, not wishful thinking.

Now, use your computer and printer to generate 
a sign that states the goal. Frame the sign 
(or decorate it so it doesn’t blend with the 
wallpaper). Next, hang that sign where you will 

see it daily (preferably 
near where you write). 
Seeing that sign will keep 
you on track, striving to 
attain that goal.

2. Seek those who know 
more than you do.

If publication is the goal, 
a writer needs to master 
various aspects of the 
writing craft along with 
storytelling skills. Thus 

it’s important to network among writers (and 
Pennwriters) by participating in critique groups 
that give helpful feedback (not criticism). Your 
fellow writers can also be a sounding board 
for ideas or help when you get blocked or find 
you’ve written yourself into a corner. After all, 
no one understands a writer like another writer.

Next, plan to attend as many writing 
conferences and workshops as possible to 
accelerate your learning and understanding of 
craft and the publishing industry.

Plan trips to your local library and take out 
books on how-to-write fiction, but don’t only 
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President’s Column
by Carol Silvis, Area 3, President

Writing goals. What a great 
topic for a writers group. This 
is the time of year for looking 
back on last year’s goals 
and determining if we have 
successfully reached them. As 
we assess Pennwriters goals, it 
becomes clear that it has been 
a productive year both for the 
PW organization and for its 
members.

PW members are reaching their 
writing goals in increasing 
numbers as evidenced by the 

number of Published Pens, the many sales and awards 
reported in the Member Accomplishments section of The 
Penn Writer, and the chatter on the Pennwriters Yahoo lines. 
Goals the board set for the past year have been met; and we 
continue to set and meet new goals, including offering more 
online courses, updating the Web site, and putting on stellar 
conferences with excellent speakers. It is through volunteers 
that the board is able to meet its goals. We are still in need of 
a volunteer to take on the role of board secretary to keep the 
membership roster up to date and take minutes for meetings. 
Please contact me if you are interested in this position. More 
information on what the position entails is on the PW Web 
site.

It is also the time of year for setting new personal writing 
goals and driving ourselves toward them. Setting effective 
goals AND working toward them can quickly add up to 
success if we remain committed and persevere long enough 
to see them through. 

What makes an effective writing goal? Your writing goal 
must be specific. Saying you want to write a book (or poem 
or story) is an ineffective goal. Saying you want to write a 
murder mystery based on an old murder case and complete 
it in one year is better. Living with your plot and characters 
in your head, visualizing the cover of your book—these 
make your goal real.

Your goal must be something you can realistically attain 
or you will lose momentum, and it will remain a want or 
worse yet, become one of those goals you never attain. Your 
goal must also be measurable so you will know when you 
have reached it.

To keep from becoming overwhelmed once you have set a 
main goal, break it into minor goals and then list a series 
of steps you can take to reach each of those goals. Such 
a process will give you a series of small successes and 
benchmarks on the path to your main goal.

Keep yourself motivated by writing, writing, writing. The 
very act of writing will help drive your goals.

One big consideration for your goal is that it should be 
your goal and not be contingent on someone else in order 
to achieve it. As writers, that is something we often 
overlook when we set a goal to be published by a big name 
traditional publisher. We can certainly strive for that, but to 
hinge our writing goal on that contingency could be setting 
us up for failure since we have no control over anyone but 
ourselves. Setting a goal to write the best book, poem, 
screenplay, or short story is a goal we can achieve.

Have you changed your address or e-mail address?  If so, 
please notify Dave Szymanowski, PW secretary. We need 
your help to keep our member roster current. Thanks from the 
newsletter staff. 

Notice: Publication herein of articles, interviews, and news 
concerning markets, contests, seminars, classes, etc., does 
not imply an endorsement, recommendation or any warranty 
given by Pennwriters. Readers are urged to determine 
for themselves the reliability, integrity, and financial 
responsibility of those with whom they deal. 

The contents of this issue of The Penn Writer are copyrighted 
© 2011 by Pennwriters, Inc. All rights are reserved. 
Permission to photocopy is expressly denied. All rights revert 
to individual authors immediately upon publication.

Quotes Corner
“Writing is not necessarily something to be ashamed of, 
but do it in private and wash your hands afterwards.”
- Robert Heinlein

“Writing gives you the illusion of control, and then you 
realize it’s just an illusion, that people are going to bring 
their own stuff into it.”
- David Sedaris

Compliments of www.AIRequation.org and Nate Hardy, Internet 
Activities Coordinator. For more inspirational quotes, visit the 
Pennwriters online group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
pennwriters



www.pennwriters.org	      Jan-Feb. 2011				        3

President 
Carol Silvis, 724-327-2725 
snax@nb.net

Vice President 
OPEN

Secretary 
OPEN

Treasurer 
Jackie Shaffmaster, 570-878-7056 
jmy382@hotmail.com

Author Advocate 
Ayleen Stellhorn, 717-359-9279; 
ayleen@embarqmail.com

Newsletter Editor 
Lori Morris, 412-276-0411	  
lorimorris@verizon.net

2011 Conference Coordinators 
Meredith Cohen 
meredithcohen61@yahoo.com 
 
Julie Long, 724-444-6466 
 julie@julielongwrites.com

Coordinator of Area Reps 
Lisa Kastner, lisadkastner@gmail.com

Annual Writing Contest Coordinator 
OPEN

Bylaws Chair 
Jean Jenkins, 814-774-0557 
jjenkins@nwsd.org

Internet Activities Coordinator 
Nate Hardy 
natehardy@yahoo.com

Critique Coordinator 
Catherine McLean, 814-425-7163 
mouserun@certainty.net

Election Chair 
Terry Friedman, 610-692-8668 
tfried44@verizon.net

Public Relations Chair 
Rosie Ugliuzza, 717-413-3075 
rosie.ugliuzza@yahoo.com

Webmaster 
Aaron Peters 
acpkendo@gmail.com

Contact information for Area Reps 
can be found in area reports within 
the newsletter.

Pennwriters Online: Your Internet Connection

Writing Goals (cont. from Page 1)

Web site = www.Pennwriters.org

Yahoo Group = http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Pennwriters/join

Facebook Group = www.new.facebook.com/group.php?gid=9428111505

LinkedIn Group = www.linkedin.com/groups?about=&gid=67420

Twitter Group = www.twitter.com/Pennwriters

Online Courses = http://tinyurl.com/PennwritersOnlineCourses 
    

read those books—study them and put 
what you study into practice.

Lastly, utilize the Internet. Go online 
and join the Pennwriters listserv or 
other genre specific groups. Most of 
the people on listservs “lurk”—that is, 
they read and glean valuable industry 
insights and information.

3. Pursue your goal tenaciously.

Become a focused writer who makes 
time to write. Do this by taking a 
calendar and blocking off all the dates 
when you will not be able to write 
due to family obligations (including 
birthdays and anniversaries), work 
commitments, holidays, and vacations. 
Then boldly mark the days you have 
free so they stand out, reminding you 
and your muse that you get to write on 
those days.

If a monthly calendar doesn’t reveal 
free writing time, try a weekly 
schedule. Block out your commitment 
times. What’s left are hours and 
minutes open for you to get some 
writing done.

Keep in mind that a hundred words 
written while you drink your morning 
coffee, a paragraph edited on the bus 
ride to work, or even half your lunch 
hour devoted to some aspect of your 
writing will add up to an accomplished 
goal.

However, should calendars or weekly 
planners not work, could you get up 
one hour earlier to write? Could you 
go to bed one hour later? Can you 
write while your children take an 
afternoon nap, or when they are at 
school?

In other words, if the writing is 
important to you, you must make it a 
priority and find the time to write.

4. Periodically review and renew your 
writing goals.

Remember, it is a setback not a failure 
when things don’t go as planned. 
Family emergencies and things 
beyond your control can upset any 
schedule. Try something three times 
and evaluate the results. Based on that 
evaluation, make a new plan of action 
and restate your goals—in writing. 
Then persevere toward that new goal. 
When is the best time to set goals? 
Why, the first of a new year. The best 
time to evaluate goals? The end of the 
year.

There is a bonus to using these four 
logical tactics: they enhance creativity 
because your muse will stockpile and 
have ready stories or scenes for you to 
write—and that’s a very good thing.

Catherine is a Published Penn and a 
Pennwriters conference workshop instructor. 
In February, she’ll be doing “The Project 
Bible” online course for Pennwriters.
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Area 1 Report 
by Todd Main 
Area 1 Representative 

Coming Events:  
March 2011 – The Shenango Valley Pennwriters 
(SVP) are planning an Open Forum to be held 
at the Community Library of Shenango Valley, 
Sharon, Pa. The event will be open to the public.

Successful Events: 
On Nov. 6, the Meadville Vicinity Pennwriters 
(MVP) hosted a successful and well-attended panel 
discussion on “Is Storytelling a Lost Art?”  The 
panel included the group’s leader, Catherine E. 
McLean, author Barb Mountjoy, MVP members, 
and Area 1 Representative Todd Main. 

November 16, multi-published author Susan Gable 
visited the Fellowship of the Quill for a candid 
discussion on the publishing industry and the 
affects of the e-publishing tidal wave.

Area One Writing Groups:  
1st Saturday from 1-4 p.m., the Meadville Vicinity 
Pennwriters (MVP) meets at The Tellers Row 
Coffee Bar @The Bank, 940 Park Ave., Meadville. 
Contact Catherine McLean: mouserun@certainty.
net

1st Saturday from 10 – Noon at United Methodist 
Church in Edinboro. Contact Jan Brawn:  jbrawn@
coaxpa.com 

2nd Saturday from 1-4 p.m. at The Erie Book 
Store, Lovell Place, 137 East 13th Street, Erie. 
Contact Todd at todd_main@steris.com or tmnc@
verizon.net.)

3rd Wednesday at 7 p.m. at Mercy Center for 
Aging., 444 EastGrandview Blvd., Erie, Contact 
Jean: jjenkins@nwsd.org

3rd Saturday from 1-4 p.m. the Shenango Valley 
Pennwriters (SVP) meets at the Community 
Library of Shenango Valley. Contact Catherine: 
mouserun@certainty.net

4th Saturday from 1-4 p.m. at Barnes & Noble 
Book Store, Rte. 19, near the Millcreek Mall, Erie. 
Contact Dave: daveszy@verizon.net

Every Thursday from 7 -10 p.m. the Fellowship of 
the Quill (FOTQ) meets at the Presque Isle Gallery 
Coffeehouse,  35 Peninsula Drive, Erie. Contact 
Todd: Todd_Main@steris.com

Contact Todd at 814-459-8752; Todd_Main@
steris.com  also tmnc@verizon.net

For 2011, Pennwriters Online Courses will continue with the goal 
of “Building Careers, One Course At A Time.” We’re kicking off 
the new year with a must-have course every author should take 
to organize their ideas and writing to produce the best book they 
possibly can. It’s an encore of one of the most popular courses offered 
during the first year of Pennwriters Online Courses.

THE PROJECT BIBLE: Thou Shall Create A Great Story 
Instructor: Catherine E. McLean 
February 1 – March 8, 2011 
Course Description: This has been dubbed “The All-In-One Writer’s 
Course for Creating Stories from Start to Finish.” 

Having a Project Bible means:
•	 No more going off on tangents.
•	 No more dead-ending half way through the project.
•	 No more false starts.
•	 No more losing control of the plot.
•	 No more characters taking over the original story. 
•	 No more careless mistakes or confusion. 
•	 No more dreadful first drafts requiring endless revisions.

Every Project Bible is personalized and customized by you the 
individual—and how you write and tell a particular story. As an 
added bonus with the course, you’ll receive three free writer “Cheat 
Sheets!”

Become that productive writer who consistently sells marketable 
stories to agents and editors. Limited class size. Enroll now at: http://
tinyurl.com/PennwritersCourse201102.

by Nate Hardy, Area 6, Internet Activities Coordinator

Pennwriters Online Courses 

Given events in my life this past year, it is time for me to take a 
different life trajectory. Consequently, I’ve turned in my notice to 
resign a number of month’s ago. 

While attention to detail and composure are required, so are 
responsiveness, dependability, and commitment. If you have these 
traits alongside some computer savvy, you can succeed in this 
position. You will receive training for this position, and I will be 
available to assist with any predicament or question.

Please note the top line of your address label for The Penn Writer 
contains your area on the right and your expiration date on the left. 
Please disregard the column numbers on the extreme right beyond the 
mailing bar code. The publisher uses this column of numbers.

As you probably know, renewals are now done through e-mails. The 
renewal notice will have Pennwriters renewal in the subject line.

A Message from the Secretary
by Dave Syzmanowski, Secretary, Area 1
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Area 2 Report 
by Katie Yelinek 
Area 2 Representative 

Now that the holidays are receding, 
it’s time for some serious writing. 
Long, cold evenings in Pennsylvania 
are perfect for curling up with a laptop 
or pen and notepad. Don’t forget 
something warm to drink.

As you check off your writing-related 
resolutions, please take ten minutes 
to confirm that you are receiving my 
newsletter, “The Area 2 Review.”  This 
comes to you via e-mail about the first 
of every other month. The last one 
went out on Sunday, November 28. I 
have an e-mail address for everyone in 
Area 2, so you were sent a copy. If your 
newsletter is getting lost in cyberspace, 
please e-mail or phone me. I’ll work 
with you to figure out the best way to 
send you the newsletter. 

Contact Katie at 570-784-2112; 
kyelinek@hotmail.com 

Area 5 Report 
by Walt Honsinger 
Area 5 Representative 

We’ve had a series of events this past 
month. We handed out Pennwriters 
flyers in Reading, Valley Forge and in 
the Harrisburg area. We are planning 
a Pennwriters  booth at the Pa. Farm 
Show in January. We hope to do a 
Pennwriters tour at the local bookstores 
this spring in preparation for the 
upcoming conference. 

In the past few months we’ve had 
a slew of book signings by Area 5 
authors. Area 5 is still expanding. 
Several area authors have work that 
is due out in the near future, many 
others are busy marketing their work, 
and some are up for awards. In the last 
few months we’ve found an increase 
in the interest of writing. Each critique 
session brings new faces and ideas.   

Contact Walt at 717-560-9641; 
walthonsinger@hotmail.com

Member Accomplishments
LORRAINE HENDERSON, Area 3, 
has had a second sale to the confession 
market.  Her story, titled:  A Cupful 
of Memories will be in the December 
issue of True Romance.  

NANCY MARTIN, Area 3, sold 
the 8th Blackbird Sisters Mystery to 
editor Ellen Edwards at Obsidian, an 
imprint of Penguin, to be published 
in hardcover, April 2012. She 
also sold a short story for 
PITTSBURGH NOIR, 
edited by Kathleen 
George, for Akashic 
Press. Hardcover release 
is June 2011. 

STEPHANIE KALINA-
METZGER, Area 5, was 
recently published in the 
The Burg News and Nov./Dec. 
Pennsylvania Magazine.

HEIDI RUBY MILLER and 
MICHAEL A. ARNZEN, Area 3, 
have a deal with Headline Books, 
Inc. to publish their writing guide, 
MANY GENRES, ONE CRAFT: 
LESSONS IN WRITING POPULAR 
FICTION, in April 2011. Focusing 
almost exclusively on writing the 
novel, MGOC gathers the voices of 

today’s top genre writers and Seton 
Hill instructors alongside their 
published students. Other Pennwriters 
who are contributors include JASON 
JACK MILLER, TIMONS ESAIAS, 
VICTORIA THOMPSON (all Area 
3); MARIA V. SNYDER, MATT and 
NATALIE DUVALL (all Area 5); 
and MIKE MEHALEK and MARY 
SANGIOVANNI (Area 7).

BABS MONTJOY, Area 1, 
has a romantic suspense 
novel that’s just been 
contracted by The 
Wild Rose Press, called 

DELIVERANCE. It’s 
due out in the spring in 

ebook format, under the 
pseudonym Alana Lorens. 

In addition, book two of the 
Clan Elves of the Bitterroot series, 

THE ELF CHILD, will be out in 
Spring 2011.

JAMES LEE, Area 4, had a poem in 
INFRADEAD (Sam’s Dot Publishing, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Oct. 2010), a 
ascience fiction anthology of stories and 
poetry on the cheery subject of human 
extinction. He also had a book review 
article in the autumn issue of Tales of 
the Talisman.

What better way to advance your writing than to get feedback from a fellow 
Pennwriter who writes in your genre or field of interest? Below is a list of genres 
for which members are seeking partnerships: 

Biography-memoir (US Mail exchanges); Childrens; Christian/Inspirational; 
Creative Nonfiction; Eclectic: writing a variety of different short forms; Literary; 
Fantasy; Historical Nonfiction; Mainstream; Memoir; Middle Grade Science 
Fiction; Mystery-Suspense; Romance: Historical; Science Fiction (alternate 
history, time travel); Science Fiction (Space Opera, seeks advanced writers only)

A Round Robin can be a one-on-one partnership or a group (usually 4) whose 
members exchange work by U.S. Mail or by e-mail.

If you have questions or want a Request Form (to be matched or obtain a match), 
contact: Catherine McLean, Round Robin Critique Coordinator at mouserun@
certainty.net or by writing to C. E. McLean, P. O. Box 41, Carlton PA 16311.

Round Robin Update
by Catherine McLean, Area 1
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MURDER IN PLAIN SIGHT, Amish Suspense, Book 1 
ISBN 978-0-373-77472-2
by Marta Perry, www.martaperry.com
HQN Books, December 2010

Did a sweet-faced Amish teenager brutally murder a young woman? To save her 
career, big-city lawyer Jessica Langdon is determined to defend him—against 
the community’s bitter and even violent outrage. Yet without an understanding 
of Amish culture, Jessica must rely on arrogant businessman Trey Morgan, who 
has ties to the Amish community...but believes in the boy’s guilt.

Jessica has threats coming from all sides: a local fanatic, stirred up by the biased 
publicity of the case; the dead girl’s boyfriend; even from the person she’s 
learned to trust the most, Trey Morgan. But just when Jessica fears she’s placed 
her trust in the wrong man, Trey saves her life. And now they must both reach 
into a dangerous past to protect everyone’s future—including their own.

VANISH IN PLAIN SIGHT, Amish Suspense Book 2 
ISBN 978-0-373-77576-7 
by Marta Perry, www.martaperry.com
HQN Books, June 2011

A young mother vanishes in plain sight....

Since she was a little girl, Marisa Angelo has been haunted by the image of her 
mother walking away, suitcase in hand, to return to her Amish roots.Marisa and 
her “Englischer” father never heard from her again. Now Marisa has received 
a shocking call from police. Her mother’s bloodstained suitcase has been found 
inside the wall of a Lancaster County farmhouse.

Desperate for answers, Marisa heads to Lancaster County. But no one can 
explain what happened to her mother.

Only one man is as determined as Marisa to unravel the mystery—the 
handsome ex-military loner who found the suitcase in the house he inherited 
from his uncle. Now both Link Morgan’s and Marisa’s family members are 
implicated in the decades-old disappearance.

The secret lies somewhere in the quaint Amish settlement. But someone will do 
anything to ensure the truth remains hidden forever.
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SARAH’S GIFT, Pleasant Valley Amish Book 4 
ISBN 978-0-425-23891-2
by Marta Perry, www.martaperry.com
Berkley Books, March 2011

A young midwife seeking to leave her troubles behind her finds more 
controversy and heartache awaiting her in Pleasant Valley.

After years in a disappointing marriage, and now widowed at only 26, 
Amish Sarah Mast moves to Pleasant Valley for a fresh start. But unpleasant 
surprises beset Sarah when she joins her aging aunt’s midwife practice. Signs 
of her aunt’s decline suggest that she may no longer be capable of handling 
the rigorous demands of her work. Can Sarah run the practice alone?

Aaron Miller, Sarah’s neighbor, counts himself among the skeptics until 
he witnesses the dedication and love she has for her patients. But when an 
English doctor files a complaint against Sarah, and she is ordered not to 
deliver any more babies until a court hearing, Aaron’s misgivings resurface... 
just as his own sister goes into labor, and only Sarah is available to help. 
In the midst of such tribulations, Sarah prays for the strength to defend her 
practice, care for her patients—and win the hearts of the community she has 
grown to love.

Marta Perry is the 
author of over 30 
novels of inspirational 
romance and romantic 
suspense, with over 
four million copies of 
her books in print. 
In addition to her 
Amish suspense 
series for HQN Books, 
she also writes the 
Pleasant Valley Amish 
romance series 
for Berkley Books. 
Marta lives in rural 
Pennsylvania. She 
loves spending time 
with her six beautiful 
grandchildren.

JOB HUNTING AFTER 50
by Carol Silvis, www.carolsilvis.com
ISBN  9781435459090  
Cengage Technology, February 2011 

Job Hunting After 50 is for people over 50 years of age who are  
looking for work. It addresses the issues they face in seeking  
employment and encourages them to take inventory of their skills and 
abilities. Through exercises and lists, they find out what sets them 
apart from other job seekers. This book covers self-assessment of skills 
and qualifications, preparing a resume for today’s market, dressing 
with style, using technology to find a job, identifying mistakes made 
by over-50 job seekers and how to avoid them, job interviewing skills, 
and how to create plan-of-action steps to take during the job search. 
Emphasis is placed on updating skills, improving energy level and  
attitude, and where possible jobs are available for this age group. 
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BEYOND THE GATE, Book #2 in The Futhark Chronicles
ISBN 9781605422046
by Susan Gourley, www.susangourley.com
Available Now

Cage Stone and Keeper Sabelline Shelton begin the dangerous journey to reset 
the seals and halt the demon invasion of Futhark. But nothing is as it should 
be. Cage’s keen senses guide them to a place previously unknown to mankind. 
Here Cage will discover some bitter truths about his past, and he and Sabelline 
will learn how truly desperate is the future for mankind. Racing to help their 
friends save Futhark, both know their only chance is for Cage to give up his 
humanity.

The KEEPERS OF SULBRETH 
Book #1 in The Futhark Chronicles
ISBN 9781605420653
by Susan Gourley, www.susangourley.com
Available Now

With elfin blood in his veins, talented swordsman 
Cage Stone is an indispensable half-breed with a 
special purpose. He must save Futhark from the 
monsters that detect growing evil in society and 
threaten to destroy the human race. Blessed with 
miraculous enhancements, Cage is the only man 
who can prevent the annihilation of the world. He 
is the chosen one—a savior in need of his soul 
mate to complete his mission.

Long ago, these precious elves created a powerful magic to imprison the 
demon beings. Now acciptors, cave boas, and gordragons have emerged 
from their sleepy cavern to torment their victims with malicious relish. 
Before abandoning Futhark forever, the elves entrusted only a few Keepers 
of the Gate with the knowledge and ability to restore the supernatural spell 
that holds their enemies captive. With the passage of time, these fragile seals 
have weakened, putting humanity at risk.

Sabelline is a Keeper with a tremendous burden. She must renew the seals 
with a selected Marshal at her side. Only she can create the mystical union 
with Cage that will enable them to descend into the depths of hell and drive 
these horrid creatures back into oblivion. But will their mysterious, spiritual 
bond surpass the daunting obstacles on the way to Kingdom’s Gate in time 
to rescue Futhark from destruction?

“. . . an above-average tale 
that includes some interest-
ing questions about destiny.”
~ Publishers Weekly (No-
vember 2009)

“The main characters’ 
strongly delineated, multifac-
eted personalities propel the 
story as much as the urgency 
of preparing for battle. In a 
cliff-hanger ending, they em-
bark on a perilous mission.”
~ Sally Estes, Booklist maga-
zine (January 2010)

“This has become one of my 
favorite books. There was 
always something going on 
that kept me on my toes and 
focused intently on figuring 
out what would happen next. 
The characters and creatures 
were all so fantastic and 
unforgettable. I can’t wait for 
the next book in the series!”
~ Bekah, age 17. Publisher-
sWeekly.com/blogs

“. . . a delightful, fast-paced 
save-the-island thriller.”
~ Harriet Klausner, Midwest 
Book Review (January 2010)
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THE ELF QUEEN, Clan Elves of the Bitterroot Series - Book I
by Lyndi Alexander, http://clanelvesofthebitterroot.com
ISBN 1-936381-01-X 
Dragonfly Publishing, July 2010

Jelani Marsh finds a glass slipper on the city sidewalk and tries it on for laughs. 
The slipper shatters, slicing her foot, and dozens of tiny men scatter from the 
bloody remains. A moment later, her foot is miraculously healed and they’re 
gone.

This is the first in a series of meetings that will unravel everything Jelani knows. 
In the following weeks, the sassy barista from Missoula, Montana, will learn she 
is not an orphan, as she’d been taught to believe, and that her life story has been 
a deception, right down to the circumstances of her birth. A menace arises from 
her family’s past that could threaten everything she holds dear, including her own 
life.
 
Two groups help untangle the mystery: her human friends—life skills coach Iris 
Pallaton, computer geek and gamer extraordinaire Lane Donatelli, and “Crispy” 
Mendell, an agoraphobic abuse survivor—and her new-found elf companions, 
Daven Talvi and Astan Hawk. Can she learn about her true roots and absorb the 
implications of her new life in time to save her friends, her family,  herself?

Lyndi Alexander 
dreamed for many 
years of being a 
spaceship captain, 
but settled instead 
for inspired excur-
sions into fictional 
places with fascinat-
ing companions from 
her imagination that 
she likes to share 
with others. She has 
been a published 
writer for over 30 
years, including 
seven years as a 
reporter and editor 
at a newspaper in 
Homestead, Florida. 
Her list of publica-
tions is eclectic, from 
science fiction to 
romance to horror, 
from tech reporting 
to television reviews. 
Lyndi is married to an 
absent-minded com-
puter geek. Together, 
they have a dozen 
computers, seven 
children and a full 
house in northwest-
ern Pennsylvania. 
Learn more about the 
Clan Elves at http://
clanelvesofthebitter-
root.com 

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHIAS KENT
by Mike Silvestri, www.mikesilvestri.com
ISBN 978-1933157320 
Draumr Publishing, Available Now 

One-hundred-fifty years from now, up-and-coming 
advertising executive Matthias Kent sells both sin 
and redemption to the masses under the watchful 
eye of the Synod, a theocracy that dominates life in 
a fractured America. But the country is down to its 
last loaf and fish, and there are no more miracles  
unless you are rich and powerful.

That is, until Matthias Kent undertakes a forbidden 
journey, and unearths a secret so explosive that it 
tears his pampered life apart. With the murderous 
forces of the Synod closing in, Matthias confronts a 
bitter choice—surrender, or all-out-war.
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SHADOW’S SON
by Jon Sprunk, www.jonsprunk.com
ISBN: 978-1-61614-201-8
Pyr Books, June 2010

The assassin Caim makes his living on the edge 
of a blade, but when a routine job goes bad, he 
is thrust into the middle of an insidious plot. 
Pitted against crooked lawmen, rival killers, 
and sorcery from the Other Side, his only allies 
are Josephine, the socialite daughter of his last 
victim, and Kit, a guardian spirit no one else can 
see. To unmask a conspiracy at the heart of the 
empire, Caim must claim his birthright as the 
Shadow’s Son.“The intrigue, action 

scenes, and  ever-more-
revealing character in-
sights are masterfully 
woven together in a book 
the reader won’t want 
to put down... Overall, a 
first-rate  sword-and-sor-
cery tale, with intriguing 
characters, that moves at 
a fast pace.”   —Booklist

“The first lines of the novel 
should give you a clear 
taste of its style  since 
for me they were the 
kind that get and keep 
me reading without being 
able to put the book down 
unless I really must. And 
Shadow’s Son continues 
in this  addictive way till 
the end without letting the 
pace slack even for a  mo-
ment... An A+ for the style 
and the series became 
another get/read ASAP, 
confirming for once the 
“good vibes” I had from 
the  original announce-
ment.”   —Fantasy Book 
Critic, reviewed by Liviu

Jon Sprunk lives in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylva-
nia. He enjoys travel, 
collecting medieval and 
ancient weaponry, and 
pro football. Visit him 
online at www.jon-
sprunk.com, on Face-
book (Jon Sprunk), or 
on Twitter (jsprunk70).

WRITERS GONE WILD
by Bill Peschel
www.planetpeschel.com
ISBN 978-0399536182
November 2010

Sometimes, writers make the wildest charac-
ters of all. If you’ve always imagined famous 
writers as desk-bound drudges, think again. 
WRITERS GONE WILD by Bill Peschel rips 
back the (book) covers to reveal the seamy 
underside of the writing life:

•	 The night Dashiell Hammett hired a  
Chinese prostitute to break up S.J.  
Perelman’s marriage (and run off with his 
wife).

•	 Why Sylvia Plath bit Ted Hughes on the cheek so hard that she drew 
blood.

•	 Why Ernest Hemingway fought a book critic, a modernist poet, and his 
war correspondant/wife Martha Gellhorn (but not at the same time).

•	 The near-fatal trip Katherine Anne Porter took while high on Mexican 
marijuana.

•	 Why a woman’s breasts sent Percy Bysshe Shelley screaming from the 
room.

•	 The day Virginia Woolf snuck onto a Royal Navy ship disguised as an 
Abyssinian prince.

So, pull up a chair, turn on your reading light, and learn what your favorite 
writers were up to away from their desks. It’s as strange as fiction, except 
that it’s fact.
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AMAZING AFRICA PROJECTS YOU CAN BUILD YOURSELF
by Carla Mooney, www.carlamooney.com 
ISBN 1934670413
Nomad Press, Available Now
 
Separating the vast continent into its many distinct and diverse  
countries, this comprehensive reference introduces the ancient  
civilizations and tribes, unique traditions, and amazing wildlife of  
Africa. With 25 fun projects that kids can complete using easily  
accessible supplies or recycled materials, this study demonstrates what 
life is like in each unique setting. Step-by-step instructions show how 
to make shields for an initiation ceremony, cook banana fritters and 
benne cakes, and design animal masks to celebrate the seasons.  
Summarizing one of the world’s largest and most populous landscapes, 
this overview also touches on obstacles the African people have  
overcome and how the global community can help them face future 
challenges.

Casual and informative, this 
large, attractive, browsable 
paperback in the Build It 
Yourself series offers a view of 
contemporary African life that 
reaches far beyond the usual 
scenery-and-wildlife tourists’ 
perspective. Blending history, 
culture, and tradition with 
politics and life in both cities 
and rural areas, the chapters 
begin with a look at natu-
ral wonders and dangerous 
wildlife that will grab read-
ers, then move onto historical 
discussions of humankind’s 
birthplace and early civiliza-
tions. Views of daily life today 
show the continent’s vast 
diversity: in a city apartment, 
a teen might surf the Inter-
net, but most Africans live in 
smaller, more rural communi-
ties, where there may be no 
electricity or running water. 
The author also discusses 
AIDS orphans, many of whom 
live homeless in the streets of 
shantytowns. The open design 
includes sketches on every 
page. Many readers may skip 
the craft projects––make your 
own Maasai beaded necklace, 
kente cloth, woven basket, 
galimoto doll, and much 
more––and go straight to the 
facts. —Booklist May 15, 2010

OWEN AND THE DRAGON
by Carla Mooney
www.carlamooney.com
ISBN 098217117X
Soto Publishing, Available Now 

Ten-year-old Owen has just moved to a 
new town and left behind his best friend 
and everything familiar. Unable to face 
unpacking his room, Owen explores the 
woods and discovers a flightless dragon 
named Phineas. As he struggles to find a 
way for the dragon to return home, Owen 
learns friendship can be found in  
unexpected places.

The Pennwriters Published Author News is pub-
lished twice yearly in The Penn Writer and dis-
tributed to booksellers across the country. It 
features Pennwriter members who have  
received Published Author status according to 
the guidelines established by the Pennwriters 
Board. Please feel free to contact any of the 
authors in this edition for book signings or for 
information about selling their books in your 
stores.
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Market News 
by Jim Lee, Area 4, Associate Editor, Market Reports

Here’s hoping the following market news helps in pursuit of your 
“Writing Goals!”

Founded 20 years ago and still co-edited by sisters Susan 
Burmeister-Brown and Linda Swanson-Davies, Glimmer Train 
is one of the most respected and best paying literary magazines 
out there. The quarterly uses unpublished literary fiction (12,000 
words max) and pays $700, plus 10 copies of the issue. They want 
fiction in which something happens, there’s something at stake—a 
story about something that matters to the author and will matter to 
the reader. They much prefer e-mail subs using their submission 
form (see their Web site, www.glimmertrain.org for this, as well 
as their detailed guidelines), but if you absolutely can’t contact 
them online, send paper ms. to 1211 NW Glisan St., Suite 207, 
Portland, OR 97209. They also sponsor high-paying contests 
(again, info at their Web site). They read both regular subs and 
contest entries on the following months only: January, April, July, 
and October.

Sawtooth Poetry Prize is an annual award for best poetry 
collection, sponsored by Ahsahta Press, the university publishing 
house of Boise State. Winning author receives $1500 and will 
have his/her collection published (apparently in early 2012). Make 
haste to enter, as the sub deadline is March 1. Mailing address: 
Ahsahta Press, Sawtooth Poetry Prize, Dept. of English, Boise 
State University, 1910 University Drive, Mail Stop 1525, Boise, ID 
83725-1525. Person to contact is Janet Holmes, Director. Check 
online (ahsahta@boisestate.edu or ahsahtapress.boisestate.edu) for 
further info and to see if they take e-mail subs. 

Closer to home, University of Pittsburgh Press has sponsored the 
Drue Heinz Literature Prize for 31 years now. This one earns 
the winner $15,000 and publication of his/her book-length story 
collection. It’s for writers who have a previously published book 
or at least 3 stories/novellas. Deadline: June 30. Their address 
is University of Pittsburgh Press, Drue Heinz Literature Prize, 
Eureka Building, 5th Floor, 3400 Forbes Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 
15260. Online info is at press@pitt.edu and/or www.upress.pitt.
edu/prizesaspx. 

On the other extreme, why not give an international contest a try?

Editor Clem Cairns of Fish Publishing, Durrus, Bantry, County 
Cork, Ireland (that’s apparently their complete mailing address), 
has annual contests for best poem (March 30 deadline) and best 
short-short story (300 words max, March 20 deadline). Both 
winners get 1000 euros (approximately $1,240 US dollars) and 
will be published in their next annual Fish Anthology. People 
other than the editor judge each contest. Check them out online 
(info@fishpublishing.com).

Area 3 Report 
by Annette Dashofy 
Area 3 Representative 

The Second Tuesday of the Month Group meets 
at Panera Bread in Settler’s Ridge. Meetings are 
held on the second Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
For more information, contact Meredith Cohen at 
meredithcohen61@yahoo.com. 

The Pittsburgh South Hills Chapter meets at the Eat 
N Park in Robinson in their meeting room on the last 
Thursday of each month at 11:30 a.m. For information 
about upcoming meetings, contact me (info. below).

A new nonfiction group is meeting in Robinson. We 
discuss markets, queries, and platforms, do short 
critiques, and swap magazines. We meet on Thursdays 
at 10:30 a.m. every two or three weeks, at the Panera 
Bread on Settlers Ridge Centre Drive. Contact Jodi 
Anne Steiner at 412-833-3732 or jasteiner207@gmail.
com for more information and specific dates.

The Critique Group North meets on the second 
Thursday of each month at 10 a.m. at the King’s 
Restaurant just off the Wexford Exit of I-79. The piece 
that you bring to the meeting can be of any length 
and at any stage of writing from rough draft to a 
manuscript ready for publication. For details contact 
Madhu B. Wangu at m.wangu@comcast.net. 

The Pittsburgh East Writers Workshop invites you to 
attend its two and a half hour meetings, now held on 
the third Saturday of each month, starting at 10 a.m. at 
the Monroeville Public Library. For more information 
and meeting schedule for 2011, please check out www.
EllenSpain.com and click on Pittsburgh East Writers. 

The Squirrel Hills Critique Group meets on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Starbucks 
at Forbes and Sandy in Squirrel Hills. We critique 
writing from one member each month up to 3000 
words. For more information contact Christina Cann at 
christina.cann@gmail.com.

The new South Hills Critique Group continues to 
meet on the third Thursday of each month at 10 a.m. 
at the Barnes & Noble at South Hills Village. Work 
to be critiqued should be e-mailed 2 weeks ahead 
of time. For more information, contact Stephanie 
Claypool at sclaypool@verizon.net. 

If you aren’t receiving the monthly Area 3 
Announcements by e-mail, please contact me so I 
can make sure I have your correct contact info.

Contact Annette at 724-255-7955; 
annette@annettedashofy.com

See Market News, Page 13



www.pennwriters.org	      Jan-Feb. 2011				        13

Area 4 Report 
by Mona Papoutsis 
Area 4 Representative

Christmas and New Year’s will be part 
of history by the time you receive your 
next Pennwriters news. Hopefully, 
we’ve all made writing on a regular 
schedule one of our New Year’s 
Resolutions.  

Please continue to promote Pennwriters 
to your friends, neighbors, and fellow 
writers. Any suggestions on increasing 
our membership and promoting our 
workshops will be appreciated. 

Please furnish me with any changes in 
home or e-mail addresses.  You may 
send additions or changes to me at 
monap2005@comcast.net.  

If there is any interest in starting a 
Critique Group in your area, please 
let me know. Area 4 Critique Groups 
currently active are as follows: 

We have our group located nearest 
to me, of which I am a member. 
We meet at Wilson College here in 
Chambersburg the first and third 
Thursdays of the month, 6:30 pm. You 
may contact me at 717-263-1109 or 
monap2005@comcast.net.

Then too, we have the Works in 
Progress Writers Workshop in 
Somerset. Contact Barbara Purbaugh 
at 814-443-9541 or go to her web site, 
www.barbarapurbaugh.com. Their 
meetings are held twice a month on 
Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

Also, there is the Southern Alleghenies 
Writers Guild which meets monthly in 
the Johnstown area (usually the third 
Saturday of the month – 12:00 noon 
until 3:00 p.m. Contact Bob Brawley at 
814-539-0169 or e-mail him at plates@
atlanticbb.net.   

Area 4 members with new 
accomplishments and achievements – 
please let me know.    Thank you.

Contact Mona at 717-263-1109; 
monap2005@comcast.net

Even farther afield, American 
University of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
has launched a new lit magazine, 
Blood and Honey Review. The intent 
is to bring world literature to the 
Balkans & promote Balkan literature 
to the world. They want subs of poetry, 
fiction, reviews, essays, creative non-
fiction and photography. Guides are 
online (www.bloodandhoneyreview.
com). 

Subtitled “The Science of Everything,” 
Cosmos Magazine is an Australian 
monthly that uses 250 nonfiction 
pieces/yr. They use book excerpts, 
essays, exposé, historical, humor, 
interview, opinion, photo feature 
and travel pieces, 
700-5000 wds, 
all having to do 
with the sciences. 
Query w/published 
clips by e-mail 
(submissions@
cosmosmagazine.
com) or fax (61-
2-9698-4899). 
Pays 45 cents/
word (Australian 
money) for solicited 
nonfiction and 
negotiates separate pay ($10-100/
photo) for accompanying photographs 
(state availability w/query). Will 
consider reprints and simultaneous 
subs. Their street address is c/o Luna 
Media Pty Ltd., Level 1, 49 Shepherd 
St., Chippendale, Sydney NSW 2008 
Australia and their guides are online 
(www.cosmosmagazine.com). They 
offer kill fees up to 50% and even run 
a few science fiction stories/yr.—2000-
4000 wds, paying 25 cents/ wd. 

Editor Elizabeth Scanlon wants the 
best contemporary poetry and some 
prose (essays, interviews, reviews, 
translations, literary criticism and 
social commentary) for American 
Poetry Review, 1700 Sansom St., Suite 

800, Philadelphia, PA 19103. Unlike 
many mags, this bimonthly wants all 
subs and queries by snail mail. They 
do have info (including guides) online 
(www.aprweb.org), however. No 
multiple submissions and no mention 
of regular payment, but they offer 2 
annual $1,000 prizes honoring what 
they judge to be the best poems that 
year.

A quarterly from the American 
Federation of Teachers, American 
Educator, covers education, the 
condition of children and labor issues 
for over its 800,000 members. Query 
w/pub’d clips by mail (555 New Jersey 
Ave., N. W., Washington, DC 20001) 

or e-mail (amered@
aft.org) for articles 
(must be supportive 
of public schools). 
Lengths: 1000-7000 
wds. Pays $750-
3000 for solicited 
articles; $300-1000 for 
unsolicited—so take 
the time to query! Pays 
separately for photos 
(state availability).   

Body & Soul is a 
magazine from Martha 

Stewart Living Omnimedia, appearing 
10 times/yr. They emphasize fitness, 
healthy lifestyles and personal 
fulfillment for a mostly female, 
college-educated readership, ages 
25-55. Using articles and columns, 
100-2500 wds. And paying from 75 
cents to $1.25/wd. Query by mail 
(42 Pleasant St., Watertown, MA 
02472) w/pub’d clips, along with a 
resume. Likes short, concise queries 
(1-2 paragraphs). Will consider 
simultaneous subs. No e-mail/Web site 
listed. 

Virginia Quarterly Review has 
suspended operations indefinitely 

See Market News, Page 14

Market News (cont. from Page 12)
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Market News (cont. from Page 13)

Pennwriters is showing its age. We updated its look with a new package that includes three components:  a. a new logo b. a 
banner-style version of the logo and c. an avatar-like image. These designs, if approved, will be used on future Pennwriters 
materials.

Please look over the proposed items and vote your approval or disapproval by Jan. 31. Mail your vote to Terry Friedman, 
614 Marydell Drive, West Chester, PA 19380-6329.

The new logo, if approved, will be used on all PW documents beginning February 2011.

_____I vote “yes” on the new logos		  _____I vote “no” on the new logos

after the apparent suicide of one of its 
editors.

Nailpro, The Magazine for Nail 
Professionals, is a monthly trade 
publication for manicurists and nail 
technicians, whether working in 
a full-service salon or nails-only 
establishment. They cover technical 
and business aspects of the field (pieces 
1000-3000 wds) and pay ($150-450) 
on acceptance. Query by mail (7628 
Densmore Ave., Van Nuys, CA 91406), 
e-mail (syaggy@creativeage.com) or 
fax (818-782-7450). Photos accespted 
and simultaneous subs okay. 

Wayne Miller and Phong Nguyen 
are the new editors at Pleiades. The 
long running lit mag appears twice a 
year, pays modestly ($10 per story or 
nonfiction piece, $3/poem) and will be 
reading subs for the next issue until 
May 15. They accept either queries or 
complete mss by mail (Pleiades Press, 
Dept. of English, University of Central 
Missouri, Warrensburg, MO 64093). 
Guides are online (www.ucmo.edu/
pleiades). Having stepped down after 
running the magazine for 14 years, 
Kevin Prufer remains in a limited 
capacity as “editor-at-large.”

Purdue University’s biannual journal, 

Sycamore Review now accepts work 
(poetry, fiction and essays) exclusively 
via its online submission manager (see 
www.sycamorereview.com). Current 
sub period runs through March 31. 

The Guide is a monthly of news, 
feature articles and (occasionally) 
travel for a gay and lesbian audience. 
Lengths: 500-2500 wds. Pays $100-
1750 on pub. Also pays $15/published 
image for accompanying photos. 
Accepts queries by mail (PO Box 905, 
Old Chelsea Station, New York, NY 
10113) or e-mail (letters@guidemag.
com), but will also use unsolicited 
pieces. Managing Editor Mark Sullivan 
reports, “Brevity, humor and strong 
point of view appreciated. Writing 
on sex and politics are particularly 
appreciated.”  

No, PMS doesn’t stand for what you 
think—unless you were thinking 
“poemmemoirstory” (yes, written as 
one word). This “journal of exclusively 
women’s writing” is wide open as 
to subject matter, but they only read 
at certain times. Check http://pms-
journal.org/submission-guidelines. 

Attention Pennwriters of Chicano/
Latino heritage! Palabra wants 
your help exploring “new vistas in 

the literary arts!” Reading period 
running from the present to May 31. 
“Some pay.” Guides online (www.
palabralitmag.com), queries (info@
palabralitmag.com), but actual subs 
only by mail (PO Box 86146, Los 
Angeles, CA 90086-0146). 

The fisheries conservation group Trout 
Unlimited puts out Trout Magazine, 
a quarterly that uses essays (800-1600 
wds) dealing with the connection 
among humans, trout and salmon, 
water and environmental protection. 
They pay, though amounts (not listed) 
“vary.” Info at www.tu.org; send subs 
to hmoulton@tu.org. 

Realms of Fantasy has ceased 
publication. Rather than print its final 
(December 2010) issue, the contents 
were posted at its Web site (www.
realmsoffantasy.com) for free.

Dogwood, the lit mag of Fairfield 
University in Connecticut has 
suspended their annual prizes for best 
poem and best story.    

Wordrunner Electronic Chapbooks 
puts out 4 single-author online 
collections of fiction, poetry or 

Vote on Pennwriters Logo

Cont. on Page 15

a. c.b.
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Area 6 Report 
by Charli Mac 
Area 6 Representative

Area 6 continues to have a substantial presence within the overall Pennwriters 
organization. As of this writing, the area had 70+ members listed on distribution. 

The Area 6 blog is looking for guest bloggers. If you have something to contribute, 
please contact me. If there is an event in the area you think we should know about, 
I’d love to post it on the blog. The intent is to encourage even more participation and 
foster the exchange of information across the large geographic region that is Area 6.

If all Area 6 Pennwriters Critique Group Moderators can contact me to give me an 
update on meeting dates, times, and places, that would be greatly appreciated. Some 
e-mails have gone out, but I have not heard back from everyone. I’d like to let the 
Area 6 membership know about where they can mingle with other writers in their 
area. Some members have interest in forming groups in the Yardley area. 

If you are an Area 6 member and are interested in forming critique or meet-up 
session, please let me know. Talk of forming an online critique group has recently 
begun. It would be part of the Area 6 online listserv. 

Upcoming Regional Events: 
2011 Greater Lehigh Valley Writers Group (GLVWG) Conference 
Held March 24-26 at the Four Points Sheraton in Allentown, Pa. Info at http://
glvgwritersconference.blogspot.com/2010/11/2011-write-stuff-conference.html 

2011 Philadelphia Writers Conference 
Held June 3-5 at the Holiday Inn, Independence Mall, Fourth and Arch Streets, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Info at www.pwcwriters.org

Contact Charli at 267.235.7127; charli555@comcast.net 

Area 7 Report 
by Bobbi Carducci 
Area 7 Representative

Area 7 and the Blue Ridge Chapter are quiet this month. No Blue Ridge Chapter 
news to report. No one from Area 7 has sent announcements to be posted. I hope this 
means everyone is busy writing, and an influx of great news will be coming soon.

Area 7 members are invited to sign up to receive the Area 7 blog and/or contribute to 
it on a regular or occasional basis. To learn more about the blog, contact me directly 
at bcarducci@comcast.net. Blog address is http://area7.wordpress.com (it was listed 
incorrectly in last month’s newsletter due to my typing error).

Contact Bobbi at 540-338-5064; bcarducci@comcast.net

memoir/year. Each published 
collection (16,000 wds max) will earn 
the author $65. This is NOT a contest, 
and there’s no fee to submit. Visit their 
site (www.echapbook.com) for guides 
and 2011 publication schedule.

Zondervan, a division of 
HarperCollins Publishers, puts out 
200 books/year. They seek to “be the 
leading Christian communications 
company meeting the needs of people 
with resources that glorify Jesus Christ 
and promote biblical principles.” They 
offer variable advances and pay 14% 
royalties on net amount from sales 
of their cloth and softcover trade 
paperbacks, 12% of same from sales of 
mass-market paperbacks. They publish 
both fiction and nonfiction, but no 
longer accept unsolicited submissions 
and they have very specific 
requirements for book proposals, so 
check their online guidelines (www.
zondervan.com) before sending.  

Authormike Ink is a new publishing 
company currently focused on 
short story collections (poetry and 
nonfiction titles in their future plans). 
Open to a wide range of genres. For 
info, visit www.authormikeink.com. 

Finally, a non-paying but possibly 
interesting periodical: Somerset 
Magazine is produced by the Somerset 
Daily-American newspaper and 
most work is by their staff. There’s 
no budget to pay freelancers, but if 
someone wants to donate a feature 
article on some aspect of life in 
“America’s County” (as Somerset bills 
itself), query editor Brian Whipkey 
online (brian@dailyamerican.com). 

[As usual, information gleaned from a 
number of sources—Writer’s Chronicle 
(AWP/George Mason University), 2011 
Writer’s Market (Writer’s Digest Books), 
Poets & Writers Magazine (Poets & 
Writers, Inc.), and my inquiries].    

Job Opportunity
Published creative writers needed to inspire high schools students in 2011-2012 
school year.  Southwestern PA Writers of Tomorrow will pay a writer $4400 to 
meet with a Southwestern PA high school class (approx. one hour) once a week (36 
weeks), collaborating with the teacher and providing instruction and feedback.  MA 
or MFA and teaching experience preferred.  Clearances to work in PA schools will 
need to be obtained upon hiring.  If interested, contact Dr. Krystia Nora (nora@calu.
edu) with your resume, cover letter, references, and copies of your publications.

Market News
(cont. from Page 14)
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Submitting to The Penn Writer 

Have a submission for The Penn Writer? Contact Editor 
Lori Morris via e-mail at lorimorris@verizon.net or via 
mail at 1933 Elmbrook Lane, Pittsburgh, PA 15243. 
Deadline for the March-April issue is Feb. 1. The theme 
is “Agents, Editors and Publishers.” The theme for the 
May-June issue is “Networking.” We always welcome 
submissions not based on theme as well. We hope to hear 
from you!

Return Service Requested

What is Pennwriters, Inc.?
Pennwriters, Inc. is an independent network of writers 

with more than 450 members from Pennsylvania 

and beyond. Established in 1988 as a networking 

organization for published and aspiring writers of all 

genres, Pennwriters, Inc. has continued to grow. For 

more information, contact President Carol Silvis at 

snax@nb.net.

The Penn Writer
823 Oregon Avenue 
Erie, PA 16505-3820

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Pittsburgh, PA

Permit No. 2516

Conference Chatter 
20 Things You’ll Learn About Craft and Career
by Julie Long, Area 3, 2011 Conference Co-coordinator
Meredith and I are really getting 
excited about the array of session 
topics for the upcoming conference, 
May 13-15 at the Pittsburgh Airport 
Marriott. We’ve sought out specialists 
and tapped into the multi-talented to 
offer helpful new topics in addition to 
tried-and-true how-to’s.

Here is a taste of what you can learn in 
just three days:

•	 How to start, survive, and thrive in 
a critique group

•	 Creating a powerful sense of place 
in your novel

•	 The art of social networking and 
shameless self-promotion

•	 How to balance narrative with 
dialogue

•	 Why writing for younger audiences 
is different

•	 How to give a great reading

•	 Identifying your learning style to 
become a better writer

•	 Understanding your character’s 
psychological issues

•	 Setting and reaching writing goals

•	 How to interview for the nonfiction 
book

•	 How to know if you need a 
prologue

•	 Life balance skills for writers

•	 How fixing your first page can 
improve your entire manuscript  

•	 Understanding the creative process 
and the writer’s inner turmoil

•	 Taking your writing to the screen

•	 How to perfect your pitch

•	 What makes a good memoir

•	 Using meditative writing to deepen 
your story 

•	 How to research the historical 
mystery 

•	 How improv-acting can improve 
your writing

You’ll learn all this and so much more, 
from a stellar lineup of agents, writers 
and professionals. Registration opens 
in March!


